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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Sermon, as the title-page informs 


the reader, was delivered in the summer of 1797. The 


Managers of the Charity at that time requested it to 
be printed. The author, through his numerous engage- 
ments, was not able to write it till he considered it 
as out of season. The manuscript was found among his 
papers after his decease, and presented to the Gentlemen 
who first moved for its being printed; and who, judg- 
ing that it might be grateful to Mr. Pearce's friends, 


and advantageous to the Charity, were still of the 


same mind. The whole, except pp. 30—33, enclosed in 
crotchets, was copied out for the press by the author. 
Those pages have been added, partly from some rough 
notes which accompanied the manuscript, by another 
hand. ' 
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2 Tim. iii. 15. 


AND THAT PROM A CHILD THOU Has KNOWN run 

Holx SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE 'ABLE TO MAK 
TER WISE: UNTO SALVATION, THROUGH: 

3 FAITH WHICH 15 IN CHRIST JE8VS, 
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Nerds for divine r bath 6 
been in every period a diſeriminating charac- 
teriſtic of good men. In the early ages of the 
Tewiſh church, when, as yet, neither the de- 
votional compoſitions of David, nor the ſub- 
lime productions of ſucceeding prophets; had 
enriched the ſacred page, — In thoſe reds 
„ the word of the rd was ne E int 


The royal Pſalmiſt, 900 55 poſſeſſed of 
the writings of Moſes, but being alſo illumi- 
_ nated with the ſpirit of wiſdom, and enrap- 
tured with the ſpirit of grace, exclaims, O 
„how I love thy law! It is my meditation 
% day and night; I eſteem thy ſtatutes above 
LS )) 
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gold, yea more than fine gold: my ſoul 
© breaketh for the longing it hath to thy 
«© judgments at all times: they are ſweeter 
„than honey or the honey comb. 


Nor is it matter of ſurprize, when we 
reflect, that all the moral difference between 
the king of Iſrael, and the princes of the hea- 
then, with their reſpective ſubjects, aroſe from 
this one thing; —the heathen were without 
any means of religious inſtruction, ſave the 
book of nature, and the traditions of their fa- 
thers; which, flowing through polluted chan- 
nels age. after age, were at length wholly 
corrupted, and rather tended; like clouds of 
darkneſs, to vail the true knowledge of God, 
than, like mirrors, faithfully to exhibit him; 
whilſt the Jews above all other nations were 
_ choſen to hear his voice, to know his will, 
and preſerve his truth until the great Prophet 
of the church ſhould come to lead the nations 
into all truth. Of this privilege Moſes with 
peculiar ſolemnity reminds the poſterity of 
Abraham, Deut. iv. 32. For aſk now of the 
days that are paſt, which were before thee, 
6c ſince God created man upon the earth; and 
* aſk from one ſide of heaven to the other, 
** whether there has been any ſuch thing as 
this great thing is, 'or hath been heard like 
it; Did ever people hear the voice of Gop 


cc 
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* ſpeaking out of the midſt of fire”: as thou 
6 haſt heard, and live? ” mot 1 


To un a true idea of the advantages 
derived from revelation in this its infant ſtate, 
let us only go through the heathen world, and 
mark the worſhip and manners of different 
nations. Here you ſee Women (loſt to all 
*« ſenſe of decency) weeping for Thammuz; 

 — there, the beaſtly group celebrating” the 
accurſed orgia of Bacchus: — In one place, 
mothers caſting their own children into the 
arms of a brazen, burning ſtatue, in honor of 
Molock; in another, the prieſts of Baal cut- 
ting and tearing their own bodies with lances 
and knives, and crying (in vain) Oh Baal, 
hear us!” Then turn your eyes to Jeruſalem, 
the city of God, walk about Zion, mark well 
her ſolemn rites, and liſten to her ſongs: No 
idol deity is ſeen within her temple; on her 
altar no human blood is ſpilt: unſullied cha- 
ſtity is demanded of her prieſts, and enjoined 
on all her worſhippers. Examine the laws by 
which their celeſtial ſoveriegn rules them; 
this is their epitome, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart. and thy 
*© neighbor as thyſelf. And now judge whe- 
ther every holy mind had not reaſon to. rejoice 
in God's teſtimonies, | . 
1 
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When our bleſſed Savior en in the 
1 art though he made fo ample a revelation 
of divine truth, yet he ſpake with the higheſt 
reſpect of the Old Teſtament; writings, and 
conſtantly appealed to them as containing thoſe 
principles on which his own diſpenſation was 
founded, and thoſe predictions of himſelf which 
ſerved to demonſtrate beyond contradiction the 
divinity of his miſſion... Search the ſerip- 
«tures (ſaid Jeſus:) in them ye. think ye 
-*R © have. eternal. OW! and theſe are they that 
4 eee of me. W 1% 11901: 4aifte5 


118 It N is of theſe a Guin that the apoſtle 
ſpeaks in my text, as being known to Timothy 
from his early years, through the advantages 
of a pious education; for we find by the firſt 
chapter that his maternal anceſtors for two ge- 
nerations were nnn with the! ul. 
160 our ant; Fo its 'connexion, th nos; 
tle commends the; On to our ph e on 
tees Accounts: prom | 


OY I 


Fi, * The Ae wins Mov ht ver. 16. 
They are given a _y INSPIRATION OF 

. Gon. : * 0 Ht 
5 S The purity of their nature, — 
“ The Horry ſcriptures; ” which, like their 
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divine author, are pure light, "4 in them is 
no darkneſs at all. Ta) 


Thirdl y, Their bengfca tendency; — Ih Able 
to make thee wisE UNTO SALVATION. ” 


It has indeed been queſtioned, whether the 
latter excellency attributed to the ſcriptures 
be juſtly ſpoken of the writings of the Old Te, 
tament only; for if they were alone able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, What neceſſity could 
there be for the additional books of the new ? 
This is not a ſeaſon for controverſy. One re- 
mark only I would make;—The apoſtle con- 
nects faith in Chriſt with a knowledge of the 

Old Teſtament;- through faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” Now that ſame faith into which 
Timothy was initiated, the New Teſtament ex- 
Hibits to us; ſo that we mnſt conſider the aſ- 
ſertion in the text as relating to the whole re- 
velation of God: The Scriptures of both Tef- 
taments contain truths which inſtruct us in the 

way of Salvation. 
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How great the encomium! Here this ſa- 
cred volume ſtands unrivalled. Some books 
may inſtru& us how to obtain wealth, others 
may aſſiſt us in maintaining or reſtoring our 
health, and others may make u us er to fecurs 
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a reputation; but the Bible alone can 11 us 
wiſe to ſaboation. 


That man is a ſinner, and that his fin 
diminiſhes his preſent. enjoyment, and endan- 
gers all his future happineſs, every conſcience 
witneſſes: but whom did the light of nature 
ever inſtruct in the way of ſalvation? Not to 
appeal to the ignorant Otaheitan, nor to the 
uncivilized Hottentot, let the intereſting in- 
quiry, —What muſt I do to be ſaved?—be put 
to the civilized, the enlightened heathen; to 
a Tully, or a Socrates; what reply could they 
have given? Or, to a mind conſcious of its 
depravity, burdened with guilt, tortured with 
fearful apprehenſions of almighty indignation, 
and panting to know whether its crimes might 
be forgiven; what peace could they have ad- 
miniſtered? It is probable they might conjecture 
the fact, but what truly awakened ſinner can 
reſt Wa hopes on a baſis ſo Procariais?. 2 


; But from revelation, Ea the fas "IR 
tures we obtain the ampleſt ſatisfaction on this 
important ſubject. Here mercy, heavenly 

mercy appears with pardons in her hands. 
Here the God we have offended paſſeth by us, 
proclaiming his name, * The Lord God, gra- 
© cious and merciful, flow to anger, pardon- 


32 ing iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin.” ” Here 


A RELIGIOUS' EDVCATION. | U 
ve ſee a thouſand ſinners like ourſelves ſueceſſ- 
fully pleading for forgiveneſs, or rejoicing in 
the mercy they have found. 1 acknow- 
ledged unto thee (faith one) my tranſgreſ- 


6 ſion, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my 


* fin.—I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, 
* and delivered me from all my fears. | Come 
*© ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he 


„ hath done for my ſoul. ” SAYS another, 


© Behold, for peace I had great bitterneſs; 
but thou in love to my ſoul haſt caſt all my 
“ fins behind thy back: whilſt a third, pe- 
netrated with humility, and glowing with gra- 


titude, exclaims, I was a blaſphemer, anda 
* Fry and „ but I mn 


cer Gert 5 


In theſe ee pages too we and the 


God of mercy kindly inviting us, guilty as 
we are, to' come boldly to a throne of 
% grace, that we may receive mercy, and 
* obtain grace to help in time of need.” 
Here alſo the curtain that hides the world 
of glory from our view, is drawn aſide; and 


in heaven we fee an innumerable company of 


happy ſaints, once finners as we are to day, 
but made perfect now. both in purity, and 
bliſs, celebrating the mercy” of God | in ever- 
laſting hymns. | 
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And do the ſcriptures bring all this to 
view? Do they lay a foundation on which 
one ſo vile as I may ſecurely build my hope 
of reconciliation to my God? — Bleſſed vo- 
lume! I receive thee as the ſhepherds re- 
ceived the deſcending angels who brought 
the glad tidings of a Savior for all mo ; 
J receive thee 1 with 1 and 3 n 


8 is this all: my nun aſks Alber 
neee. is this ſalvation to be ob- 
tained? And the holy ſcriptures afford me all 
the. ſatisfaction that I deſire: they not only 
point out the object, but alſo put me in the 
road, and furniſh me with ſupplies all the 
way, whilſt I am ** prefling towards the mark 
for the prize of my high calling.” — I 
am the way,” ſaid Jeſus the Son of God; 
* no man cometh unto the Father but by 
© me.” And in perfect uniſon with the de- 
_ clarations of the maſter, are thoſe of his in- 
ſpired ſervants. This (they aſſure me) is 
a faithful ſaying? and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that ' Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
40 world to ſave ſinners; that there is a new 
« and living way conſecrated thraugh the 
vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh; that he died 
af! for, our offences, and roſe again for our 
_£ juſtification; and is now exalted to be a 
* Prince and a Savior, to give repentance 


A RELIeTOoUS EDUCATION. 13 
e unto Ifrael, and remiſſion of ſins;“ and 
that, “ having ſuffered, the juſt for the un- 
*«« juſt, to bring us to God, God is 1 and 
* yu the ee of the ny” 5 


. I enquire anti How I am to en- 
joy a ſenſible participation of the bleſſings 
of ſalvation? The holy ſcriptures ſay, He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting 
life. They teach me that whoever truly 
and heartily receives the Lord Jeſus as exhi- 
bited in the goſpel, as his infallible teacher, 
his atoning prieſt, and rightful ſovereign, fo 
as to believe his doctrine, rely on his medi- 
ation, and delight in obedience to his laws, 
| ſhall be ſaved: and that no ſincere enquirer 
may be at a loſs to judge whether he be per- 
ſonally intereſted in this ſalvation or not, the 
Holy ſcriptures declare, that ſuch a dedica- 
tion of the ſoul. to God being accompliſhed 
through his gracious influence upon the heart, 
will be attended with ſuch an effectual, uni- 
verſal, and abiding change in the feelings, 
temper, and conduct, that ſuch an one will 


be, as it were, a new creature; that he 


will henceforth take delight in prayer, and 
other exerciſes of religion, mourn over his 
ſins before God, be kind and affectionate to 
his enemies, prefer the ſociety of the Lord's 
people to that of all other men, and be look- 
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ing with chearful expectation for that bleſſed 
* hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Savior, Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Finally, to encourage every humble follower of 
the Lamb, this ſacred volume promiſes ſupport 
under every trial, and in every duty; preſerva- 
tion by the divine power, whilſt on earth, and 
to crown all at laſt, the felicity of heaven, con- 
ſiſting in the everlaſting deliverance of the 
ſoul from ignorance, guilt, miſery, and fin; 
and the body from pain, diſeaſe, corruption, 
and death; all of which ſhall be enjoyed in the 
ſociety of holy angels, the whole company of the 
redeemed, and the Lord Jeſus himſelf, in whoſe 
_ preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe 

right hand there are pleaſures for evermore. 


How defirable is this wiſdom which com- 
eth down from above! How bleſſed the man 
whoſe boſom it illuminates, enraptures, and 
exalts! All human ſcience muſt do homage 
here. Compared with zhis, all the intelli- 
gence which ever enriched the mind, or gave 
celebrity to the name of man, is but vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, ** He that increaſeth 

© knowledge increaſeth ſorrow:” and the fact 
is as humiliating as it is notorious, that after 
the laborious reſearches of half a century, the 
far greater part of our attainments expires with 
pur lives; or in the more expreſſtye language 
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of the apoſile, * as for knowledge it ſhall van- 
« ith away; but this heavenly wiſdom, ſimple 
and harmonious, though. ſublime and pro- 
found, ſatisfies, tranquillizes, and abides: ac- 
commodated to the capacity of the babe in 
Chriſt, and yet fraught with a grandeur and 
a majeſty which command the reverence of the 
profoundeſt ſcholar, and moſt expanſive genius; 
conſtraining the ſimpleſt diſciple to love, and 
the aged apoſile to exclaim, O the depth! 
* I count all things but loſs and dung for the 
{ Dy ae of the ae of n Jeſus 
9 «FF: Lond, 9 


| Neither the labors of the hiſtorian, the 
ſkill of the grammarian, the penetration of 
the philoſopher, nor the acumen of the logi- 
cian are neceſſary here. Approach, ye hum- 
ble peaſants! Ve unlettered artificers, ap- 
_ proach! Though deſtitute of literary advan- 
tages, unſkilled in the cumbrous volumes of 
antiquity, unacquainted with the effuſions 
of modern times; ſtrangers to all that con- 
fers the laurel on the ſtudent” 8 brow, even 

you may learn from 7he bible to be © wiſe un- 
4 to ſalvation.“ It is true, you may meet with 
prophecies which you may not be able to un- 
fold, and alluſions which you are not able tq 
illuſtrate: but know that to Salvation, the 
knoyledge of theſe 1 is not eſſential. The truth, 


* 
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you are to learn, and the precepts you are to 
obey, are fo legible, that he who runs may 
read; and fo eaſy that a way-faring man 
though a fool ſhall not err eſſentially in under- 
ſtanding them. One thing alone is neceſſary 
for all, We muſt be converted, and be- 
<* come as little children,” before we can under- 
ſtand the things of the kingdom of God, That 
ſimplicity of mind which is the offspring of 
genuine humility 1 is all you want; without this, 
the philoſopher remains (as to the religion of 
Jeſus) a fool; and with it, the moſt ignorant 
enquirer ſhall be made wiſe unto ſalvation.“ 


Feet eaſy of acquiſition as this wiſdom may 
be, it is not limited in its duration, nor feeble 
in its influence; like the benevolent inſtitution 
of SUNDAY Schools, whereby children the 
moſt ignorant and wretched are prepared for 
activity and uſefulneſs in maturer years, when 


they may reduce the inſtructions given them 


to practice; ſo, the knowledge of the ſerip- 
tures is preparatory both to a life of goodneſs, 
and a heaven of blefſedneſs. The very truths 
which are revealed by the ſcriptures now will 
be the ſubjects of our ſweeteſt meditations, and 
loudeſt ſongs, in the heavenly world; and 
pardon ſo humble an alluſion, the alphabet we 
learn in time ſhall afſist us in reading the me 
ſons of eternity. een 3 95 
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WMho then can begin to acquire this facred 
knowledge too ſoon? It was the privilege of 
Timothy that “ from a Child he had known 
< the holy ſcriptures.” Bleſſed: are the children 
whoſe infant minds, like his, are thus illumi- 
nated; and bleſſed are all thoſe who contribute 
to this ſalutary inumipation 1755 


1 To every thing, (faith dom "ag 
« js a ſeaſon: 7. and ſurely the time of youth 
is the beſt, the proper ſeaſon to form an ac- 
quaintance with the holy ſcriptures. Every 


body knows that the earlieſt impreſſions which 
the mind receives are the moſt permanent and 


influential. Proofs of this, each of us has in 
his own recollection; and may obſerve in the 


world at large, by only comparing the preſent 


prejudices of men with their reſpective educa- 
tion. Why is it that ſo many are at this mo- 
ment zealous for the religion of Mahommed? 
Is it not becauſe they were taught from their 
childhood to venerate the Koran? And would 


not theſe have been equally attached to Juda- 


iſm, had they been educated Jews; or to paga- 
niſm, had they been brought up with pagans? 
In our own country do we not: ſee that, in ge- 
neral, children are prejudiced in favor of the 


opinions of their fathers; and if upon conviction | 


any one recedes from the denomination of his 


family, is it not with a degree of reluctance 
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that he follows where eren his conſcience is 
leads him. 


{Mw careful then ſhould we be that the 
art notions of religion which our children 
form ſhould be agreeable to the truth as it is 
in Jeſus: and how is it poſſible to accompliſh 
ſo noble and important an end, without lead- 
ing them to an acquaintance” with the holy 
ſcriptures, that ſo they may be ſecured: both 
from the plauſible infinuations of the infidel, 
and the vicious ſeductions of the licentious in 
ones over 


1 To the want of this pious care muſt, in 
ore reſpects, be attributed that 3 

ſabbath breaking, diſhoneſty, lewdneſs, and 
thoſe other vices, which at once characterize, 
and diſgrace the preſent times. In days when 
parents and guardians were not wanting in 
the duty of ſcriptural inſtruction, England 
had not ſuch crimes ſo largely to anſwer for 
to God; and when we as a people reſume 
theſe important attentions to the riſing gene- 
ration, the happy fruits will douhtleſs be ſoon 
viſible in a general reformation: wah our cor- 
rupted manners. i e en 


The nfuonct of a ſcriptural education ex- 
tends to all the ſtages, relations, and circum- 


* 
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ſtances of human life; and, like the mean- 
dring ſtream, fertilizes every part through 
which it flows. This forms the mind for the 
diſcharge. of ſocial and domeſtic duties; here 
the child learns to *©* obey his parents in all 
things, becauſe it is right in the Lord;“ 
and when providence ſhall put him in a pa- 


þ rent's place, he is fitted to govern as well as 
to obey; here the ſervant is taught diligence, 
| 6 ſubmiſſion, chearful obedience, and inviola- 


. ble fidelity to his maſter; and ſhould he ever 
become a; maſter _ himſelf, to deal kindly and 

juſtly by thoſe who ſerve him: In ſhort, the 
1 holy ſeriptures are calculated for univerſal 
_ © inſtrution in righteouſneſs, that the man 
6 of God may be OP furniſhed: unto 

*« all d works. 


A > nA 10 1 that a a Pius dais 
cation is neceſſary to ſecure good order in a 
body politic, or in civil life. This age, ſays 

one, has had notorious evidence of the 
475 quien barbariſm, the wild and deſperate 
„ impiety, into which an ignorant multitude, 
“ unaccuſtomed to the uſe and the knowledge 

of the ſeriptures, may readily be plunged. ” 
Who can recall the horrid ſcenes of the year 
EIGHTY in this metropolis; and of NINETY-ONE 
in Birmingham; (ſee a lawleſs herd compoled 
of our own countrymen and neighbors com- 


/ 


— 
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mitting acts the moſt violent and baſe!) Who 
of us can realize the houſes of reſpectable 
citizens in flames; nay the houſes erected for 


the worſhip of God in ruins; whilſt we recollect 


the agitations of our on boſoms, during the 


tranſaction of thoſe infamous ſcenes by a mob, 


whoſe minds unſtored with ſacred knowledge 


in childhood were ready to perform ſuch infer- 


nal projets in their riſing years, and not en- 
deavor by every poſſible inean ſo to ſeaſon the 
minds of the rifing generation with pious 


inſtruction as ſhall diſpoſe them at once to ex- 
ecrate the conduct of their anceſtors, and ſe- 


cure or from Pg ns, Bo in their ſteps? 4 a 


3 , a 13 . * * * ; 
* 4 SHE 1 i : 1 M n 


In er n like this, it ſhould beni ; 


0 - n importance to the publie tranquil- 


lity, that children be principled in religion 
and virtue, than in ſmaller ones. So depraved 


is the human heart, that it is far more ſuſcep- 
tible of evil than of good impreſſions; and not 


only every bad man, but every wieked. c/o 
hath his. circle of influence: now mingling,” as 


youth of both ſexes do in this populous: Ao 
an individual of a corrupted mind may be 


highly prejudicial to the morals of the reſt: but 
what if the bulk be corrupt! How much do 
thoſe around them need to have their minds 
fortified to refiſt the effect of their ſinful dif- 


courſe, and pernicious example? And is it 
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poi to acedmpliſtt this better than by an 


early initiation into the e e of * ad 
1 We eee e 


1. we ſuffer, their tits: to remain unac- 
quainted with their duty, Wan to God and 


their neighbor, let us not expect that we ſhall 


be able to repel the charge which a future day 


may bring againſt us, that to us belongs at 
leaſt one half of the guilt and ſhame of all 
the depredations and miſeries that may follow 


other riots Cs a more e khan the 
former. . PAGE! | 


| The friends of deſpotiſm indeed may op- 


poſe, (as ſome to their everlaſting diſgrace 
have done] the inſtruction of the poor; aud 


contend that mental improvement is inimical 


to due ſubordination. To glance at the Bible 
is to ſee ſuch unworthy reaſoning utterly con- 
futed. Can I become a worſe ſubject of the 
ſtate, by learning to Reverence the Powers 
<« that be, as the ordinance of God?” Shall 

I become a worſe member of ſociety, by form- 
ing an acquaintance with that book which 
directs me to Love my neighbor as myſelf; 


to forgive injuries; to do good, and commu- 


nicate; to bleſs them that curſe me, and to 
overcome evil with good?“ | | 


Jie 
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»-» This is not chriſtian patriotiſm, It may 
agree with the views of the prophet of Arabia, 
or the high-prieſt of Rome; but accords nei- 
ther with the dictates of right reaſon, nor the 

enlarged ſcheme of chriſtian philanthropy. 
«© Go, preach my goſpel to the poor,” ſuid 
the Son of God; and ** fuffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: ” 
nor does that perſon act like a philanthropiſt, 
nor a diſciple of Chriſt, who would draw a 
veil over the ſun of righteouſneſs, and through 
the pride of learning, or the luſt of power, 
hide the ſacred page from human obſervation. 


Deprive a poor man of his Bible, and 
what upon earth has he left to ſupport him 
under the labors, and conſole him amidſt the 
ſorrows of life? Compare together two men 
of equal years, and circumſtances, - the one 
of whom hath been made wiſe unto ſalvation, 
whilſt the other remains uninſtrufted in the ſa- 
cred page: conceive them both detained from 
the uſual labors and enjoyments of life, either 
through ſickneſs, or age: — How different are 
their feelings in afflictive ſolitude! To the one, 
light ariſes in darkneſs.” I hear him fing, 
Though the ſig- tree do not bloſſom, and there 
8 be no fruit in the vine; though I walk in 
* darkneſs and paſs through the valley of the 
* ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, but re- 
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* Joice in the Lord, and joy in the God of my 
© ſalvation. — All things are working together 
for my good. —Wiſdom and mercy direct all 
theſe diſpenſations, and Him who is infinite 
in both J humbly call my Father: — he pro- 
miſes to give me ſtrength equal to my day; 
to be with me in every trial; never to leave 
me nor forſake me; to guide me by his coun- 
©* ſel, and then receive me to glory. —My 
* fleſh and my heart fail, but God is the 
* ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever.“ Happy man! It is good for thee to 
be afflicted; but tell me, whence this ſtrong 
_conſolation? —From what ſource are thy ſup- 
ports derived? © This is my comfort in wy af- 
fliction, God's word hath queckenbe me. 


* 


It gloomy contraſt, my brethren, 
doth the ignorant child of ſorrow preſent to our 
view! To him the ſpring of conſolation is ſealed; 
he knows not the hand that viſits him; the 
love of life, and fear of death, torment his 
ſpirit, and accelerate the progreſs of his mi- 
ſery; the dread of an hereafter, for which he is 
unprepared, diſtracts him; all earthly pleaſures 
tail him; paſt ſins ſtare him in, the face, un- 
accompanied with any hope of forgiveneſs; he 
knows not God, nor Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent; apprehenſions the moſt gloomy prey 


upon his heart; till at length, he ſinks down. 
| jay 


in deſpair, and anticipates the reward of his 
tranſgreſſions, ere he actually receives it.— 
Miſerable man, how calamitous thy lot! My 
heart bleeds for thine. ** Oh if thou hadſt 
** known the things that make for thy peace; 
but now they are hid from thine eyes! God 
abe merciful unto us, and bleſs us; and cauſe 
his face to ſhine upon us: That thy way may 
be known upon earth, thy ſaving. health 
among all nations. Let the people praiſe 
© thee, O God; let all the people praiſe thee.” 


In the ſcriptural accounts of perſons whom 
God deſigned for ſpecial ſervice, it is remark- 
able that many of them were prepared for it in 

their youth. Thus Moss, the illuſtrious lead- 
er of the Iſraelitiſh hoſt, was trained from a 
child in the Egyptian court, and ſo fitted for 
the public character which he afterwards ſufſ⸗ 
tained. So Sanur, that venerable and diſin- 
tereſted prophet of the Lord, was during his 
childhood conſecrated to Jehovah, and received 
an early initiation to the ſervices of the ſanctu- 
ary. JEREMTIAH was 64 ſanctified from the : 
womb;” and Tino ruy, the colleague of an 
apoſtle, ** from a child had known the 9 
wy ao 


It muſt be owned that the youth of Great 
Britain have had ſingular advantages for early 
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information. So far back as the ninth century, 
the juſtly celebrated Al T RHD, it is ſaid, found- 
ed public ſchools; and, as the whole land at 
that time lay in the profoundeſt ignorance, ſo 
that parents, unacquainted with the advan- 
tages of inſtruction, might be ſuppoſed indif- 
ferent to tlie education of their children, this 
wiſe legiſlator, with truly paternal benevolence, 
enacted a ſalutary law, whereby citizens, at 
leaſt of a certain claſs, were obliged to ſend 
their children for public tuition. But the ſtate 
of the times was not favorable to the preſer- 
vation of an inſtitution ſo happily eſtabliſhed. 
It was for the intereſt of the Clergy to keep 
the people in ignorance; and, by preventing 
their perſonal acquaintance with the ſcriptures, 
make them dependant on thoſe whoſe luxurious 
tables, and increaſing treaſures, proved the 
policy of their ſyſtem of darkneſs. However, 
when it pleaſed God fo far to reform the cor- 
raptions of the chriſtian church as to aboliſh 
popery in our land, the means of religious in- 
formation increaſed: the friends of the Re- 

formation were friends to knowledge; then 
ſchools were multiplied, and wiſdom .increaf- 
ed. From that time to the preſent, conſider- 
able attention has been given to youthful in- 
ſtruction, except amongſt the children of the 
pooreſt claſs, who unable to ſatisfy the de- 
o 3 
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mands of a tutor, or to diſpenſe with the. 
trifling fruits of their children's labor, were 
precluded from participating in the ſpreading 
benefit, till gracious heaven firſt put it into the 
heart of man to eſtabliſh SunDAY Schools; 
an inſtitution which, being ſupported by the 
public, is attended with no expence to the 
parent; and only demanding the child's at- 
tendance on the Lord' -day, diminiſhes no- 
thing from his earnings in the week. Here, 
religious inſtruction is imparted: beſide which, 
the day of God is kept from profanation, 


and care taken that divine worſhip is duly 
frequented, 


By this neten, thouſands, who in all 
probability muſt otherwiſe have lived and died 
in almoſt ſavage ignorance, have been pre- 
pared for uſeful and reſpectable ſituations in 
civil life, whilſt the hearts of many children 
have, through the divine bleſſing following 
the inſtructions given them, been impregnated 
with the ſeeds of piety, which in maturer age 
have produced the fruits of righteouſneſs * 
the "Y y of God, 


But . inſtitution for which I plead, 
and to ſupport which you are here aſſembled, 
not only provides a Sunday School, which, 
with literally unlimited benevolence, ſets no 
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bounds to number, but invites to inſtruction 
the children of all the poor in its vicinity, 
and alſo provides for twenty poor boys, as a 
parent provides for his offspring; or as our 
heavenly father provides for us fit provides 
them not only with inſtruction for their minds, 
but raiment for their bodies allo. Generous 
inſtitution! Our hearts are conſtrained to ad- 
miration, and our hands, I truſt, will give 
thee ample aid. Þ: 


Font years ago, this ſociety firſt ſprung 
into being chiefly by the exertions of that va- 
luable and lamented miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the late Mr. JosEPH Swain, who with ſome 
others of liberal heart, had long perceived the 
neceſlity of an inſtitution of this nature in 
a, neighborhood abounding with poor, and 
enveloped in ignorance. Great have been the 
exertions of charity in behalf of this School, 
which, as you will all readily allow, the moſt 
ceconomical management cannot ſupport at a 
leſs expence than s1xTY POUNDS per annum: 
It was begun, and at firſt maintained by pri- 
vate ſubſcriptions; but the neceſſities of ſome 
having compelled them to withdraw their con- 
tributions, and providence having removed 
others, at preſent little more than half can 
be depended on; and for ee we apply to 
C0 4 
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you Ves, in the name of all theſe lads, and 
in the name of ſociety at large, to whom each 
one will prove a bleſing or a bane, we apply to 
you.—L3 there a heart ſo ſtoical as not to 
feel? Is there a hand ſo mercenary as not to 
give? Oy: 

Soon muſt theſe children mingle with the 
world. Shall they be introduced, as from a 
den of wild beaſts to annoy, or as a flock of 
| harmleſs ſheep to benefit mankind? Shall the 
pains which have been already taken with 
them be loſt for want of means to repeat them? 
Shall the opening genius of theſe lads be nipt 
in the bud? Shall their parents who look for- 
ward to the time, when, detained by infirmity 
from the ſanctuary of God, theſe their chil- 
dren ſhall read to them the holy ſeriptures— 
their only conſolation in the afflictive hour; 
Shall theſe be diſappointed? Ah, no; I bode 
better things: already you have formed the 
pious reſolution, (and heaven approves it) 


that having found ſo good a thing to do to 
day, you will do 1t with all your might, and li- 


berally encourage an inſtitution which, ſmiling 
in its infancy, promiſes abundant good to 
ſociety 1 in future years, 


| Sweet are the edn of mercy ! Oh what 
avails it that you are clothed in purple aud 
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fine linen; and fare ſumptuouſly every day, if 
your boſoms remain ſtrangers to the beſt of 
1098, the Joy of doing good? | 


A oreat pbilalehropif oe” Loptbis wri- 


ter * once exclaimed, —** If I may but flatter 
„ myſelf that I have wiped away the tears 


cc 
£6! 


% my own in my dying moments.” You, my 


brethren, have now an opportunity for a work 
even ſuperior in benevolence to wiping the 
tear of miſery away;—you may keep it from 

being ſhed by many an eye, and be the means' 


of preventing the torments of guilt in many 
an heart; whilſt by theſe efforts of kindneſs 


you embalm your memories in the hearts of 


the youth, whoſe minds you inform, whoſe 
morals you improve, and whoſe happineſs you 


augment. Yes, when the names of ſlaughter- 
ing conquerors ſhall be no more admired, but 
held in univerſal deteſtation; and when the 


memorial of the mere wealthy thall have pe- 


riſned with them, the men of mercy ſhall be 
remembered with affectionate reſpect: altars 


{hall be erected to their virtues; children ſhall 
be taught to reſpect their names, and liſp out 


their praiſes; and diſtant generations ſhall 
weep that their faces are ſeen on earth no 


8 — 


— 


* Jean Bernat din 4 St. Pierre. 


from the eyes of but one unfortunate fellow 
creature, ſuch a reflection would wipe away 
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more. Partial as is our recovery from the illu- 


ſions of ages when opulence and dominion 
monopolized reſpe&, we, notwithſtanding, find 
the general ſentiment in favor of moral 
character. Does the mind ſeek for honor? 


She finds it in uprightneſs. Does ſhe enquire 


for delight? She finds it in benevolence. 


Ambition 1s proſtrated, and goodneſs is exalted 


to the ſhrine. Your boſoms, brethren, echo 


to my voice; your feelings juſtify my aſſer- 


tions. I tell you of ALEXANDER, the wonder 
of ages, the conqueror of nations, but like 
moſt other children of ambition, the butcher 


of his brother man! — Alexander is dead /— 


Who amongſt you becomes his mourner* What 
heart heaves for him the ſigh? What eye drops 


for him a tear?—But HowarD! Thy name 


kindles in every virtuous boſom ſenſations of 
affection, aſtoniſhment, and regret; thy good- 
neſs [ how diffuſive! Bleſſed philanthropiſt! 
thou needeſt not a monument to perpetuate thy 
memory; far as thy name is known it is in- 


ſeribed in the heart of every friend of man! 


But why do I ſpeak of the approbation of 
creatures? Behold the judge of the univerſe 
upon his throne; ſee all nations aſſembled be- 


fore him; hear the ſentence that ſhall eternally 


fix the ſtates of men, and learn from it the im- 


portance of chriſtian benevolence ** Then 
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* ſhall the king ſay unto them on his right 
* hand, Come ye bleifed of my Father, inherit 
te thekingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. For I was an hungred 
and ye gave me meat: I was thirſty and ye 
gave me drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
© me. in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
ſick, and ye viſited me: I was in priſon, and 
ye came unto me. Then ſhall the righteous 
anſwer him ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
* an hungred, and fed thee; or thirſty, and 
„ gave thee drink? When ſaw we thee a 
«© ſtranger, and took thee in; or naked, and 
** clothed thee? Or when ſaw we thee ſick, 


66 
"oy" 


* 


or in priſon, and came unto thee? And 
< the king ſhall auſwer and ſay unto them, 
cc 


Verily T fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the leaſt of n my 
FF ann, ye have done it unto me.“ 

My dear n hearken! If you 
ſhould, after all, prove indolent, diſobedient, or 
unthankful; if the knowledge communicated to 
you, ſhould only render you more expert in the 
ſervice of Satan; —of what: account will all 
thefe benevolent exertions be to you? They 
will only heighten your guilt, and augment. 
your miſery, The holy ſcriptures are douht- 
leſs an invaluable treaſure, and it is the de- 
fire of your friends to impart unto you the 
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iow of 8 but if it ſhould prove a 
price in the hand of thoſe who have no heart 
to get wiſdom, though we may enjoy a ſatis- 
faction in having done our beſt, What will 
become of you? The ſeriptures are no other- 
wiſe able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation Mw i 
through faith which is in Chriſt | Jeſus.” 
believe in his name, and love him in 5 5 
Then will you continue to carry on thofe 
labours of love towards other poor children 
when we are in our graves; and when it ſhall 
pleaſe God to remove you from the preſent 
ſcene of action, you will meet us before the 
throne, and enter with us into * * of che 


e e 


Paikrps and BEXETACTons! We ſhall 
meet theſe children in another world. We 
ſhall ſee ſome of them, I hope, among the 
followers of the Lamb: and if ſo, we ſhall 
hear them bleſs God for having given them 
the Holy Scriptures, and the means of under- 
ſtanding them. And ſhould we alſo be of that 
happy company, the remembrance of having 
been inſtrumental in their ſalvation, will add 
to the numerous ſources of our enjoyment. 
But let us take heed, leſt while we have con- 
tributed to make others wiſe unto On. 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ourſelves ſhould have our portion with s 
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unbelievers. If unhappineſs could have vids . Ft 7 1 
in heaven, ſurely it would be in the heart o . 


a child ſaved by means of early inſtruction, 
who ſhould ſee his inſtructor, or benefactor | 


ad | . TOM 1 
End of the Sermon. 
+ f ; 
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This eee get Auguſt 1797 wha] ; 
Ms. Pearce fo ably pleaded for it, has 


received ſuch aid from occaſional colleions 
at Charity Sermons, and from new annual 
ſubſcribers, as to enable it to increaſe the 
number of children in each of the Schools. 
There are now in the Day-School irt 
who are not only educated, but annually 
clothed; and in the Sunday-School upwards 
of fifty who are regularly inſtructed by fome 
of the managers. 

The enereaſe of the Schools rendered it 
neceſſary to procure a larger School - room; 
and the Society, thinking it deſirable to pro- 


Nor E. 


© vide,” at the ſame time, a refidence for the 


Nlaſter, purchaſed a houſe in Eaſt-ſtreet, 
Walworth, and veſted it in the hands of 
twelve Truſtees, in May 1799; to which 
they have added a convenient School-room. 
The expences hereby incurred have been 
generouſly defrayed we"? the liberality of the 
public. 


Subscriptions and Donations will be thankfully received 
by Mr. Joszem TowLe, Treasurer, Saville-Row, Wal- 


worth; Mr. W. B. GunxxEr, Secretary, Keene's-Row, 
Walxorth; and by the Rev. Thomas HALL, Master, at 
the School-House, No. 28, East-Street, Walworth. 


List of Mr. PxaRcE's publications. 


. The Oodle D, Must, PP . nature it . y 0 of | 


the Corporation and Lest Acts exposed, in a Sermon preached 


before the congregation of Protestant Dissenters, meeting 
in Cannon-street, Birmingham, Feb, 2, 1790. Svo. pp. VE. 
Price 6d. e OR LR he 


Reflectionl on the Chirncter Ne. State 5 ee, chene | 
A Sermon. occasioned. by the decease of the Rev. CaLgs 
Evaxs, D. D. Pastor of the Baptist congregation meeting ; 
in Broadmead, Bristol, and senior Tutor to the Baptist 
academy in that city: Preached in Cannon-street, Birming- 
ham, Sep. 4, 1791. $10. pp. 92, e 6d. . and | 


Button, London. | 
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The Sabdyture Doetrine of Baptism, with'sonie Historical re- 


marks on that sulyect, in a Sermon preached at the Baptist 
meeting-house, in Harvey-lane, Leicester, April, 20, 1794, 
and published by unanimous wa 12mo. N 56. Price 6d. 


Button, London. 


The Duty of Churches to regard Ministers as tie Gift Christ: 
A Sermon delivered at the ordination of Mr. Belcher, to the 
Pastorate of the Baptist church, meeting in Silver-street, 
Worcester. Svo. pp. 64. Price 1s: Button, London; James, 
Bristol. N. B. This Sermon 1 is accompanied with a Charge, 


delivered on the same occasion, by Dr. Ryland; and an 
Introductory Addr god by Mr. 6. Osborne. 


Motires to e Sermon eg to the Baptist 


congregation, meeting in Cannon-street, Birmingham, on 
occasion of the public Thanksgiving, Nov. 29, 1798. 8vo. 


pp. 24. Price 6d. Button, Mattheus, and Knott, e 
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The 8 presence 1 Christ with | his people, a 80urce of 
* Consolation under the most painful bereavements: A Sermon 
- occasioned by the much lamented death of the Rev. Sanuen, 


. e late Pastor of tlie Baptist Church, Cannon-street, 


Birmingham: By Johx RrLAVv D, D. 5. To which is 
| profixed, An Oration delivered at the grave by the Rev. J. 
Brewer. Svo. pp. 68. Second Edition, Price 1s. Button, 
London; J. ames, Bristol; and Belcher, Birmingham. 

Memoirs of the late Mr. Samuel Pearce of Birmingham ; with 
_ Extracts from « some of his most interesting . Letters: Compiled 


wo 0 by Mr. A. FULLER, 8v0. PP- 232. Price three $hillings and 
2 sixpence. Sold by Button, Gardiner, and Williams, London; 
James, Bristol; Belcher, Birmingham; and Ogle, Edinburgh. 


The dependance of the whole Law and the Prophets on the Two 
primary Commandments: A Sermon preached before the Mi- 55 
nisters and Messengers of the Baptist Churches belonging to 

th Western Association, at the annual meeting held in 
Salisbury, on Thursday, May $15] 1798, and published at 
their request, by Joun 'RyLanD, D. D. Sold by Cottle, 
Reed, and James, Bristol; and Button, London. Price 6d. 
Ne Gogpel its own IV itness' or the Holy Nature, and Divine 


| Harmony of the. Christian Religion, contrasted with the im- 
' morality and obsurdity of Deism., By AxBnͥIW FULLER, 


Second Edition, 8Vο. Pp. 260. price 58. Button, Pater- 


noster-Row; Gardiner, Princes- Street, Cavendish Square; 


Ogle, Great Turn-Stile; : and Williams, Stationer” s Court, 
London; Ogle, Edinburgh and Glasgow ; and James, Bristol. 


5. The Christian doctrine of Rewards: A Sermon delivered at the 
EY Circus, Edinburgh, Oct. 15. 1799, By ANDREW FULLER. 


-8v0. pp. 28. Price 6d. J. Ogle, and J. Guthrie, Edinburgh; 
J. and A. Duncan, M. Ogle, and R. Niven, Glasgow; 
Button, Gardiner, Ogle, and, Williams, London. * 
Periodical Accounts relative to the Baptist Missionary Society: 
Volume the First complete. Price 06s. and 6d. in Boards. 


Button, London. 


